
 
 

                                                                      President:  Rev G Matthei  -  Financial Administrator: Rev C Diesel 

 

2 June 2020 
 

To All Pastors / Lay Leaders / and Diaconates  
 

Concerning the Re-opening of Church Facilities  
  

Dear Saints  
 

 Greetings in the Name of the Head of The Church, Jesus Christ.  

 The announcement on Tuesday 26 May 2020 by our State President to move the country 

from Lockdown Level 4 to Level 3 as from 1st June 2020, has been met with very mixed 

reactions particularly regarding the reopening of church facilities.  

Due to the National Lockdown, church facilities have been closed for the past 9 weeks and 

understandably, people feel disconnected from one another and discouraged because they 

are not physically with fellow Christians in one place.  Socially we need face to face contact 

with each other for mutual fellowship. Our decision to return or not to return to the building 

for worship must be very thoroughly discussed, saturated in much prayer and guided by the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

If a church decides to reopen under Level 3 Lockdown, the Government Notice, 43365 

published on 28 May 2020 needs to be carefully considered. Here is a summary of the 

regulations:  

• No more than 50 worshippers are allowed at any one time if the size of the building 

allows. Smaller venues must be restricted to one person per square metre.  

• Worshippers must sanitize their hands properly before and after the service. 

Sanitizer with 70% alcohol must be used. All equipment, seats, furniture, toilets and 

floor spaces must also be sanitized.  

• An attendance register, with full names, addresses and cell phone numbers must be 

recorded of every person attending the worship service and registers must be kept 

for a period of at least 6 months.  

• Any person over the age of 60 and persons with co-morbidities, such as 

Hypertension, Diabetes, Asthma, Cardiac or Lung conditions, Obesity, Cancer, HIV, 

TB, patients on immune-suppressing medication as well as pregnant women are 

encouraged not to attend worship services but to worship at home. Even healthy 

children and adults over 60 are encouraged not to attend worship services.  
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• No worship service should extend beyond two hours with a 30-minute break for 

sanitizing before the next service commences, if applicable.    

• A face mask that covers the nose and mouth must be worn properly for the full 

duration of the service.  

• Every person must be thoroughly screened for Covid-19 as per government 

requirements and not just tested with a thermometer. Any Covid-19 symptoms 

must immediately be reported to the pastor who must contact the Department of 

Health.    

• No physical contact among worshippers is allowed before, during and after the 

worship service.  

• Social distancing among worshippers of at least 1.5 metres must be adhered to 

throughout the entire service.  

• Congregational singing is not allowed. However, solo performances and pre-

recorded music may be played. Those leading the service and rendering solos must 

observe social distancing of 2.5 metres.  

• Tithes and offerings may be received by persons wearing masks as well as surgical 

gloves and they must maintain social distancing. Those counting the monies must 

ensure that their hands are sanitized before and after counting.  

• When communion is served, the servers must wear surgical gloves, masks and 

practise social distancing. Individual communion cups must be used. Disposable 

cups with wafers may be considered.  

• Only 50 people in all may attend a funeral service.  

• Marriages may also be conducted and registered under Level 3. Only the couple, the 

minister and two witnesses are allowed to attend the wedding. 

• No socializing before or after marriages and funerals is allowed. 

 

Where a church decides NOT to reopen the building, we suggest the following:  

• Where possible, use whatever online media communication platforms you have at 

your disposal to keep in contact with your congregation.  

• Pre-recorded sermons and devotions can be sent to your people in the form of a 

video or audio clip.   

• Establish a Congregational Chat Group on WhatsApp or simply call those who may 

not be technologically inclined.  

• Under Lockdown Level 3, pastors and lay leaders are now considered ‘Essential 

Workers.’ You may counsel members, and with a local church letter of 

authorization, some of your Leaders, Elders and Deacons may minister to the 

seniors and vulnerable people in your congregation. We have confirmed with SAPS 

that a letter on a church leaderhead confirming Church Essential Workers’ names 

and ID numbers will suffice as a permit. 
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• Send inspirational links that would encourage your people spiritually.  

• Be creative and socialize via electronic media with your congregation. Send them 

information, other than Covid-19 related topics, such as quizzes, games and any 

helpful activities that would benefit them.     

• Involve other people in your daily or weekly devotions or daily ministry.  

 

I wish to highlight a comment made during the President’s address, and I quote, ‘the 

Coronavirus pandemic is going to get worse before it is going to get better.’ In the 

meantime, we see buildings renovated to serve as field hospitals to deal with the expected 

rapid increase of infections within our country. The medical fraternity is expecting at least 

40 000 Covid-19 deaths in South Africa.   

We cannot prescribe to you and your congregation whether you should re-open your church 

building for worship now, or not. However, our ministry to people remains our primary 

calling, whether they are locked out of the building or locked down at home.  

‘We know how to bring the economy back to life. What we do not know is how to bring 

people back to life.’ President Akufo-Addo.  

 

May we continue to be ‘the salt of the earth and the light of the world.’ Matthew 5:13-14.   

 

 

 

 

PASTOR GREG MATTHEI  
PRESIDENT OF THE BAPTIST UNION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
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